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If	you’ve	been	having	trouble	receiving	text	messages	from	iPhone	users,	Apple’s	iMessage	is	probably	at	fault–especially	if	you	recently	switched	from	iPhone	to	Android,	or	something	else.	This	problem	most	often	occurs	when	you	switch	from	an	iPhone	to	another	type	of	smartphone,	but	it	could	happen	to	anyone.	Even	if	you’ve	never	owned	an
iPhone,	if	you	have	a	new	phone	number,	that	phone	number	could	have	been	registered	with	Apple’s	iMessage	by	its	previous	owner.	Why	Apple’s	iMessage	Gets	In	the	Way	RELATED:	Why	Are	Some	iMessages	Green	and	Some	Blue	on	My	iPhone?	Apple’s	Messages	app	tries	to	be	smart.	If	an	iPhone	user	opens	the	Messages	app	and	tries	to	send	a
text	message	to	a	phone	number,	you	might	assume	the	iPhone	would	just	send	a	text	message.	But	it	won’t.	Instead,	the	Messages	app	will	check	with	Apple	to	see	if	the	phone	number	is	registered	with	Apple’s	iMessage	service.	If	it	is,	the	Messages	app	won’t	send	a	standard	SMS	message–it’ll	send	an	iMessage	instead.	iPhone	users	don’t	choose
to	send	messages	via	iMessage	or	standard	SMS–it’s	automatic.	The	only	indication	for	an	iPhone	user	is	that	messages	sent	via	iMessage	are	blue,	while	messages	sent	via	standard	SMS	are	green.	This	is	designed	to	be	a	seamless	experience	between	iPhone	users.	If	you	message	someone	and	they’re	using	an	iPhone,	the	message	will	be	sent	via
iMessage.	If	someone	isn’t	using	an	iPhone,	Messages	will	send	it	as	a	standard	text	message.	People	Who	Switch	to	Android	Fall	Through	the	Cracks	But	it’s	possible	for	this	system	to	cause	problems.	This	will	most	commonly	occur	if	you’ve	switched	from	an	iPhone	to	an	Android	phone	or	another	type	of	phone.	Even	after	you	leave	your	iPhone,
your	phone	number	will	still	be	in	Apple’s	system	and	registered	with	iMessage.	So,	when	an	iPhone	user	attempts	to	text	you,	their	Messages	app	will	send	an	iMessage,	which	will	just	sit	on	Apple’s	server–and	never	make	it	to	you,	since	you	no	longer	have	an	iPhone.	Their	Messages	app	will	say	the	message	was	sent	successfully–Apple’s	iMessage
server	received	it–so	they’ll	have	no	clue	you	didn’t	get	it.	Text	messages	sent	to	you	from	iPhones	will	just	appear	to	vanish	into	the	void.	This	could	potentially	also	occur	even	if	you’ve	never	had	an	iPhone.	For	example,	if	your	phone	company	gives	you	a	new	phone	number	that	was	previously	used	by	an	iPhone,	it	could	conceivably	still	be
registered	with	iMessage.	How	Deregister	Your	Phone	Number	and	Disable	iMessage	To	solve	this	problem,	you	just	need	to	deregister	your	phone	number	from	Apple’s	iMessage	service.	Apple	began	offering	a	tool	to	do	this	after	it	faced	the	threat	of	lawsuits.	To	deregister	your	phone	number	from	iMessage,	head	to	Apple’s	Deregister	and	Turn	Off



iMessage	website	and	enter	your	phone	number.	Apple	will	send	a	text	message	to	your	phone	number.	Enter	the	confirmation	code	from	the	text	message	on	the	web	page	to	confirm	you	have	access	to	that	phone	number.	Apple	will	then	remove	your	phone	number	from	the	iMessage	system.	When	an	iPhone	user	attempts	to	text	you,	the	Messages
app	will	see	that	you’re	not	registered	in	iMessage	anymore,	and	will	automatically	send	you	a	standard	SMS	message.	According	to	Apple,	it	may	take	a	few	hours	for	this	to	take	effect.	If	you	still	have	your	old	iPhone,	you	can	also	do	this	from	the	iPhone.	If	you’ve	used	the	above	online	tool,	you	don’t	need	to	do	this–this	is	just	an	alternative	method.
Insert	your	SIM	card	into	the	iPhone	and	open	the	“Settings”	app.	Tap	the	“Messages”	category	and	disable	the	“iMessage”	slider	at	the	top	of	the	screen.	Go	back,	tap	the	“Facetime”	category,	and	disable	the	“Facetime”	slider.	You	can	now	remove	your	SIM	card	from	your	iPhone,	insert	it	into	your	new	phone,	and	everything	should	work.	This	may
be	common	knowledge	in	some	circles–especially	after	all	the	controversy	and	lawsuits	a	few	years	ago–but	it’s	a	problem	many	people	bump	into.	Unfortunately,	people	may	be	entirely	unaware	of	this	problem	with	iMessage	when	they	switch.	They	may	also	not	have	connected	the	dots	and	realized	that	the	people	they	can’t	receive	texts	from	are
iPhone	users.	But,	once	you’ve	identified	the	problem,	it’s	thankfully	pretty	easy	to	fix	with	Apple’s	website.	Image	Credit:	Karlis	Dambrans	on	Flickr	Even	with	the	rise	of	online	messengers	that	you	can	use	to	chat	with	someone	for	free,	sending	a	text	message	remains	one	of	the	fastest	ways	to	reach	someone	on	their	phone.	What	if	the	text	you
want	to	send	isn’t	urgent,	and	you	intentionally	want	to	postpone	sending	it?		What	if	you	don’t	want	to	forget	wishing	someone	a	happy	birthday	the	next	day	or	need	to	reach	someone	in	a	different	time	zone	and	don’t	want	to	wake	them	up	with	a	text?	On	Android,	there	are	several	ways	to	schedule	a	text	message	to	be	sent	at	a	later	time	or	date.
Learn	how	to	use	your	native	Messages	app,	Google	Messages,	or	a	third-party	app	to	schedule	a	text	message	to	be	sent	in	the	future.		How	to	Schedule	a	Text	Message	on	Android	in	Your	Native	Messages	App	So	you	wrote	a	text	but	decided	to	send	it	another	time.	The	good	news	is,	you	can	schedule	and	send	your	message	later,	no	matter	what
Android	device	you	have.	However,	depending	on	your	model,	you’ll	either	need	to	use	a	third-party	app	to	do	it	or	not.		For	example,	if	you	have	a	Samsung	phone,	you	can	use	your	native	Messages	app	called	Samsung	Messages	to	schedule	your	texts.	To	do	that,	follow	the	steps	below.	Open	the	Samsung	Messages	app,	find	the	contact	you	want	to
message,	and	write	down	your	text.Select	the	arrow	icon	on	the	left	side	of	the	text,	then	select	the	plus	icon	to	reveal	additional	options.	From	the	options,	select	Schedule	message.	Choose	the	time	and	date	when	you	want	your	message	to	be	sent.	Select	Done	to	confirm.	To	finish	scheduling	your	message,	select	Send.		How	to	Schedule	a	Text
Message	Using	Google	Messages	On	many	models	of	Android	smartphones,	Google	Messages	is	the	native	Messages	app.	If	that’s	the	case,	scheduling	text	messages	on	Android	becomes	even	easier.		To	schedule	a	text	message	in	Google	Messages,	follow	the	steps	below.	Open	Google	Messages	and	type	your	text.Hold	down	the	Send	button	until
the	Scheduled	send	option	appears	and	select	it.	Pick	a	date	and	time	when	you	want	the	text	to	be	sent.	Select	Send	to	confirm.	The	button	will	now	display	a	little	clock	icon	that	means	your	message	is	scheduled.		What	to	Do	if	You	Can’t	Schedule	a	Text	in	Google	Messages		If	you	opened	your	native	Messages	app	and	didn’t	find	the	Scheduled
send	option,	it	could	mean	one	of	the	two	things.	Your	native	Messages	app	is	different	from	Google	Messages,	in	which	case	you	can	simply	download	and	install	Google	Messages	to	make	it	work.		Alternatively,	the	feature	may	not	have	rolled	out	for	you	yet.	You	can	either	wait	for	the	update	to	reach	you	or	find	Google	Messages	on	the	Play	Store
and	join	the	beta	program	on	the	product	page.	The	beta	version	of	the	app	will	include	the	feature.		Use	Third-Party	Apps	to	Schedule	a	Text	Message	on	Android		You	can	also	use	a	third-party	app	to	be	able	to	schedule	your	text	messages	as	well	as	use	other	workarounds.	Use	Pulse	SMS	to	Postpone	Your	Text	Messages	If	you	don’t	like	using
Google	Messages,	Pulse	SMS	is	a	good	alternative.	The	Pulse	SMS	logo	even	looks	similar	to	that	of	Google	Messages.	Naturally,	the	process	of	scheduling	a	text	in	Pulse	SMS	mimics	Google	Messages	too.		After	you	download	and	install	the	app,	open	it	and	select	the	plus	icon	in	the	bottom-right	corner	of	the	app.	Choose	the	contact	that	you	want	to
send	a	text	to.	Then,	hold	down	the	Send	button	on	the	right	until	you	see	the	option	to	schedule	the	text.		Select	the	date	and	time	when	you	want	your	message	sent	and	select	OK.	Write	down	your	message	and	select	Save.		Pulse	SMS	will	send	it	on	a	day	and	time	that	you	chose.		Schedule	Your	Texts	Using	Do	It	Later	Do	It	Later	sounds	like	an
app	for	procrastination,	but	it’s	an	app	for	automating	your	messages.	Aside	from	scheduling	your	emails	and	text	messages	to	be	sent	later,	Do	It	Later	allows	you	to	automatically	reply	to	calls,	texts,	WhatsApp	messages,	and	even	emails.		To	schedule	a	text	in	Do	It	Later,	open	the	app,	select	the	plus	icon	in	the	bottom-right	corner	of	your	screen,
then	choose	Message.	Next,	add	the	recipient,	write	down	your	message	and	select	when	you	want	the	app	to	send	it.		To	confirm,	select	the	tick	icon	in	the	upper-right	corner	of	the	screen.	Do	It	Later	will	take	care	of	the	rest	for	you.		Write	Down	Now,	Send	Later	Writing	down	a	thought	when	it	crosses	your	mind	always	helps	to	remember	it	later.
The	same	is	true	for	text	messages.	So	write	down	your	message	the	minute	you	think	about	it,	and	if	it	doesn’t	seem	like	the	right	time	to	send	it,	schedule	it	to	be	sent	later.		Do	you	schedule	your	texts	on	Android?	Which	app	do	you	use	for	it?	Share	your	experience	with	postponing	texts	in	the	comments	section	below.		By	Michael	Ryan	i	Cell	phone
image	by	Elzbieta	Sekowska	from	Fotolia.com	If	you	need	to	get	in	touch	with	a	Verizon	user	via	text	message	and	you	don't	have	a	text-capable	cell	phone,	you	have	options.	There	are	three	ways	to	send	a	free	text	message	from	a	computer	to	a	Verizon	user	without	the	need	of	a	text-messaging	account.	If	you	have	Internet	access	and	an	email	or
AOL	Instant	Messenger	account,	a	text	message	can	be	composed	and	sent	via	your	computer	keyboard.	Alternatively,	a	text	message	can	be	sent	from	Verizon's	web-based	text	messaging	system.	Open	your	web	browser.	The	Verizon	online	text	messaging	tools	work	in	any	browser.	Go	to	the	Verizon	website.	The	online	text	messaging	tools	are
located	at	text.vzw.com.	Address	the	text	message.	In	the	"Send	To"	field,	type	the	10-digit	number,	including	area	code,	of	the	user	you	want	to	text.	You	can	send	the	same	message	to	a	total	of	10	users	simultaneously.	If	you	want,	you	can	include	your	name	and	callback	number	on	the	text.	Compose	the	message.	Remember	that	text	messages	sent
via	the	Verizon	website	are	limited	to	140	characters.	If	longer,	you	must	split	the	text	into	multiple	messages.	Send	the	message.	Click	the	"Send"	button	in	your	web	browser.	The	text	will	be	sent	on	your	behalf.	Open	your	email	client.	Alternatively,	if	you	use	web-based	email,	log	in	to	your	account.	Start	a	new	message.	Click	on	the	"New"	or
"Compose"	button,	depending	on	your	email	client,	to	start	a	new	message.	Address	the	message.	In	the	"To"	field,	insert	the	ten-digit	phone	number	you	want	to	text	in	the	following	format:	phonenumber@vtext.com.	Compose	your	message.	Your	text	message	is	limited	to	140	characters,	so	plan	accordingly	when	composing	the	message.	Send	the
message.	Once	your	message	is	composed	in	the	email	client,	click	the	"Send"	button	to	send	it.	From	your	end,	it	is	sent	and	handled	like	any	other	email.	Launch	and	log	in	to	AOL	Instant	Messenger.	Start	a	new	instant	message.	Click	the	"People"	menu	at	the	top	of	the	screen	and	select	"Send	Instant	Message."	Address	the	message.	In	the	"To"
field	of	the	message,	insert	the	Verizon	user's	cell	phone	number,	preceded	by	country	code	(+1	for	the	United	States).	For	example,	if	you	were	texting	(212)	555-1212,	enter	+12125551212	in	the	"To"	field.	Compose	the	message.	Type	in	the	same	composition	area	as	used	when	sending	a	regular	AOL	instant	message.	Send	the	message.	Click	the
"Send"	button	in	the	lower-right	hand	corner	of	the	window	to	send	the	message	to	the	Verizon	user.
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